Using intuition to define homesickness at summer camp.
Camp nurses are in a unique position to assist in the study of homesickness because they are living the situation. This descriptive study was undertaken because homesickness has not been defined operationally, and nurses do not have a documented set of "defining characteristics" that might be used to make a diagnosis. Twelve camp nurses from eight states completed a questionnaire on homesickness. The nurses surveyed had a consistent set of defining characteristics regarding homesickness. Intuition is reported to play a significant part in the camp nurses's diagnosis of homesickness. Symptoms of homesickness and recommended interventions are included that will ultimately help to promote a more positive camp experience for the camper.